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FOREWORD

Actual seva and so-called seva are surely not the same

hen Bhagavan appeared as $rf Vamanadeva, He played the [ila

as the younger brother of Indra. We can see that externally

Indra rendered service to the Lord in various ways, but inside
his heart another purpose was nourished. He thought: “By serving the
Lord in this manner, | shall secure my position as the king of heaven. My
enjoyment will become permanent, and | shall never again be deprived
of my desired objects.” Such service may externally appear to be devo-
tional, but it is still contaminated by the desire for personal gain.

This is the dirty nature of the mind in devotional life. Those who are
not sincere always try to employ Bhakti Devi for the gratification of their
separate self-interest. Such a person can get engaged in the various
limbs of devotional service like hearing Hari-katha, chanting Harinama
or going for parikrama etc., and even they may appear to be greatly
enthusiastic in the service of the Lord, but if their secret motive is to
seek labha-paja-pratistha etc. then such service can never be effective.
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A sincere servant can never have any separate desire. So naturally, to
serve guru-vaisnava-bhagavan without any smell of self-interest can be
appreciated in devotional life. A sincere bhakta never utilizes Bhakti Devi
as a means for establishing himself. He never thinks that: “Through my
seva, | can establish myself as a great personality.” Rather, he prays that,
“Let me just become a humble instrument in the hands of Guru and
Krsna."” Therefore, the true testing of sincerity is not the quantity of our
external devotional activities, but the purity of the motive behind them.
Bhakti is not meant to decorate the false ego; it is meant to destroy the
false ego inside our heart. Until and unless our heart becomes free from
selfish ambition and the desire to take undue advantage of devotional
service rendered by us, till then our false ego can never go away from
our heart.

In this next Issue No. 24 of the magazine named 'The Voice of Gaudiya
Guruvarga’, we have again tried our best to select some very, very spe-
cial articles in regard to the topic of 'Vaisnava seva’. You will get answers
to questions like: What is actually seva? To whom should seva be ren-
dered? Is any seva equally important? What seva pleases Gurudev the
most? And many others.

All those selected articles can surely create a sensation inside the
heart of all those devotee readers. We are actually blind in front of
aprakrta jagat, so without the backing of aprakrta vant (srt caitanya-vani)
one can never realize who we really are and what our relationship with
the Supreme Lord in the true sense is. Aprakrta-vant (Sabda-brahma) is
always going against the strong current of Maya, so naturally almost
everyone fears to face that Absolute Truth, but still if we have a strong
and honest resolution to know that Absolute Truth, then surely this issue
can help us to rectify our wrong prejudicial perception.

Thank you all.

Truly yours in the service of Sri Sri Guru-Gauranga and Go-Mats,
a loyal and sincere servant of The Prabhupada,

Baba Sri Shyam Das
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All glories to $rT ST Guru-Gauranga

ANY SEVA DONE, FOR THAT —
HOW MUCH KRPA ONE CAN GET
LIES IN THE HANDS OF BHAGAVAN

By Sr1 Srila Shyam Das Baba Maharaja

Thakura Prabhupada used to say: “Regarding sevak sevya

sambandha (the relationship between sevak and sevya) the most
vital thing is love and affection. How much energy we have given and
how much money we have given is not a big factor. The most important
factor is how much satisfaction one can give in the heart of the sevya
(Guru-Vaishnav-Bhagavan). That is called actual seva.

G audiya Gosthi Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami

Below we like to quote the following siddhanta vichar from Visuddha
Chaitanya Vani book:

Srila Bhakti Vijiana Bharati Gosvami Maharaja says that: Many people
come to me and request, “Maharaja-ji, please bestow your mercy and
extend your blessings to us so that we may attain suddha-bhakti (pure
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devotional service) and ultimately attain
prema for Sri Bhagavan.” But truly speak-
ing, mercy and blessings are not things
for which one ought to ask. Moreover sri
guru, Vaisnavas and Bhagavan will not
bestow their mercy simply because we
have asked for it. Although through exter-
nal vision it is seen at times that sri guru
and the Vaisnavas extend their blessings
and best wishes to others through sweet
words or by keeping their hand on one's
head, such acts are not to be understood
as true blessings. True blessings and mercy
appear on their own from the very heart
of sri guru, Vaisnavas and Bhagavan, even
without being requested. Although such
blessings may not have been expressed
externally through words or actions, the
effect and the fruits of such true blessings
can be directly seen either immediately or
in due course of time.

The desire to bestow mercy and bless-
ings does not appear in the heart of sri
guru-vaisnavas and Bhagavan without
reason; the manifestation of such things is
solely dependent on whether or not one
has performed snehamdayd—-seva, service
imbued with loving affection. For this rea-
son alone, Sriman Mahaprabhu has said:

sneha-sevapeksa matra sri-krnsa-krpara
sneha-vasa haiya kare svatantra acara

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya-lila 10.139)

“Sri Krsna's mercy is dependent only on
service performed with the utmost love
and affection. Because He is obliged only
by affection, He acts independently. The
manifestation of Sri Krsna's mercy does
not depend on caste, familial lineage
or any other material qualifications,
but it definitely depends on the loving
and affectionate service performed by
the seeker of mercy. Even though Sri
Krsna is supremely independent, He

becomes controlled by His devotees’
sneha-yukta seva, service imbued with
love and affection. And in order to
fulfill their desires, He engages Himself
in performing pastimes, all the while
maintaining His complete independence.”

The true meaning of loving, affection-
ate service to Sri Krsna is to engage in
His service according to His direct advice,
moods and innermost desires. No one else
can know this subject matter better than
His anukala-sakti, Srimati Radhika. She is
the embodiment of pure love for Krsna,
always absorbed in the mood of serving
Him, and She is thus the topmost among
all sadhus.
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Affectionate service is great service

Once, many disciples of Srila Prabhupada
gathered, and through his personal sevak,
Sfi Paramananda Prabhu submitted a
query to him: “Among the many devotees
in the matha who having accepted the
shelter of your lotus feet, sincerely and
incessantly engage in rendering various
kinds of services for your divine pleasure
both day and night, whose service do you
consider to be the topmost?”

Srila Prabhupada replied to such a pro-
found question with simple words: “The
greatness of a person’s service to the
Vaisnavas is directly proportional to the
amount of love and affection he has devel-
oped in his heart for those Vaisnavas; the
greater the affection, the greater the ser-
vice."

Bhava-grahi Srila Prabhupada

When Sri Srimad Bhakti Vaibhava Sagara
Gosvami Maharaja, a sannyast disciple of
Srila Prabhupada, would speak hari-katha
during his preaching, only a few could
understand him, because his expression
of speech was largely incomprehensible.
Although everyone in the audience would
gradually leave one by one during his lec-
tures, he would continue speaking. Seeing
the hall empty, a couple of brahmacaris
accompanying Maharaja would request
him, “Maharaja, you may stop your speech
now; no one is present. We will begin
packing up the mats and folding all the
rugs in the kirtana-hall.”

But Maharaja would reply, “You are un-
able to understand. You are aware only of
the entities present in their gross bodies
who have now left. There are many living
entities present here in their subtle bodies,
as well as other living beings nearby — like

trees, creepers, and insects — and they
are all listening. Moreover, | am speaking
for my own spiritual welfare. If anyone
stays and listens, they will also be bene-
fited. Will | not be spiritually benefitted by
speaking hari-kathd even if no one is pres-
ent? Did Srila Prabhupada not instruct us
to perform nityam bhagavata-seva — that
is, to perpetually engage in the service of
Srimad-Bhagavatam through sravana and
kirtana — or did he instruct us to engage
in such bhagavata-seva as a demonstra-
tion only to be performed when a certain
number of listeners are present?”

A few devotees eventually brought
Srila Sagara Gosvami Maharaja’s views on
these incidents to the attention of Srila
Prabhupada.

Srila Sagara Gosvami Maharaja was also
not well adept at collecting significant
donations. Once, when Srila Maharaja was
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returning to Kolkata, he did not even have
sufficient funds to pay for his train ticket,
and so heboarded the train without a ticket,
along with the two brahmacaris accompa-
nying him. Upon arriving at the Kolkata
railway station, the three were detained
for travelling without tickets. News of this
quickly reached Srila Prabhupada at the
Kolkata matha. Later, when Srila Sagara
Maharaja reached the Kolkata matha, Srila
Prabhupada sent his disciples to welcome
Srila Maharaja with sankirtana, and said,
"Sri Sagara Maharaja is truly a jivan-mukta
mahdapurusa — a great, completely liber-
ated personality.”

Srila Prabhupada, the pure servant of
bhava-graht Janardana — that is, SriKrsna,
who accepts the mood and intention of
one’s service rather than the external para-
phernalia used — would acknowledge
and appreciate the mood and favorable
disposition of those engaged in the ser-
vice of Sri Hari and guru-vaisnavas with
a pure, sincere heart devoid of duplicity.
He was completely aloof from the consid-
eration of such external qualifications as
one’s eloquence in delivering hari-katha
or one’s ability to collect large donations
for the matha.

Through this pastime, Srila Prabhupada
established the standard of complete
impartiality and freedom from envy and
duplicity. His conduct should be followed
by all sincere devotees.

Any service performed with love and
affection only for the satisfaction of sri
guru-vaisnava-bhagavan, however small
it is, will be approved by guru-vaisnava-
bhagavan. We should never forget that
love and dedication are the most vital
things in the way of seva [...]

We should try to get entry into the world
of prema (love)

Once an acarya from the sri sam-
pradaya in South India (Udupi) went to
a foreign country for preaching without
taking permission from their society. But
when he came back with a huge amount
of honor and money to give to the temple,
those committee members (devotees) did
not approve his way of acting, because
they were bound to follow some princi-
ples. They told him to leave the temple,
and even they wanted to drive him out
of Udupi. The dacarya was astounded; he
thought | collected so much money for
my society, why they act like this. So what
is the inner meaning? These are very sub-
tle things, and only by the mercy of pure
guru-vaisnavas we can understand some-
thing. To speak some dry philosophy and
collect some money is not preaching seva.
The main question is this — whether it is
approved by Balarama-Nityananda or not.

For example, when Duryodhana wanted
to invite Sr Krsna for lunch, He did not
accept anything, on the contrary, He went
to the house of Vidura Ji to accept some-
thing as a very hungry guest, and there
Vidurani, his wife, out of her deep love
and affection, offered Him banana peels
instead of bananas, because she was lost
in the thoughts of Sri Krsna, and Sri Krsna
accepted it happily. Also, we know how Sri
Krsna snatched a handful of flat rice from
Sudama vipra. And on another occasion,
we can see how Sriman Mahaprabhu put
his hand in the bhiksa-bag of Suklambar
Brahmachari and started eating crude rice
one handful after another. Suklambare
became shocked and started saying to
Prabhu: “Why are you taking this? It is not
clean.” But Mahaprabhu said: “Life after
life I am taking seva from you”, whereas
we can offer super fine quality of rice to



Bhagavan, but there is no
surety that Bhagavan will
accept it. So please never
mind, it is my request unto
the lotus feet of you all, that
please try to enter the world
of prema. In this regard, |
want to remind you all of
another famous pastime
from the Ramayana.

When Lord Rama and his
army of monkeys were pre-
paring for war with Ravana,
Lord Ramachandra asked
them to build one bridge over
the sea. So, all the monkeys
pulled out rocks and heavy
stones from the mountains
and carried them to the sea.
They cut them into shape
and began to build the bridge. All this
was very difficult work, and it took a long
time. Thousands of monkeys worked night
and day. Rama felt happy. “How hard they
work! Their love for me makes them work
like this,” thought Rama.

One day, Rama saw a small brown squir-
rel. He was going to the seashore, making
his body wet and then roll in the sand so
that it stuck to his body, and then the little
squirrel carried the sand up to the place
where the bridge was built and put it there.

It happened so that a great monkey
was carrying a large heavy stone on his
back and the squirrel came in his way. The
monkey jumped back. “Here, you little
thing,” shouted the monkey in a voice like
thunder: "you're in my way, | stepped back
and you're alive now. But | nearly fell. And
what are you doing here?”

The little squirrel looked up at the great
monkey and said: “I'm sorry you nearly
fell, Brother Monkey,” he said in his small

voice, “but please always look where you
are going. I'm helping Rama build the
bridge. And | want to work hard for him."

"You, what?” shouted the monkey and
laughed aloud. “Did you hear that!" he
said to the other monkeys. “The squirrel
is building a bridge with his pebbles. Oh
dear! Oh dear! I've never heard a funnier
story.” The other monkeys laughed too.

The squirrel did not think this funny at all.
He said: “Look, | can't carry mountains or
rocks. God gave me only a little strength. |
can only carry pebbles. My heart cries out
for Rama and I'll do all I can for him.”

The monkeys said: “Don’t be foolish.
Do you think you can help Rama? Do you
think we can build a bridge with pebbles?
He has a big army to help him. Go home
and don't get in our way."

“But | want to help, too,” said the squir-
rel, refusing to leave. He carried the peb-
bles again from the shore to the sea. The
monkeys were angry and one of them
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picked up the squirrel by his tail and threw him far away. The squirrel,
crying out the name of Rama, fell into His hands. Then Rama held the
squirrel close to Him. He said to the monkeys: “Do not make fun of the
weak and the small. Your strength or what you do is not important. What
matters is your love. This little squirrel has love in his heart. O Vanaras,
you are brave and strong, and are doing a wonderful job bringing all
these huge boulders and stones from far and dropping them in the
ocean. But did you notice that it is the tiny pebbles and stones brought
by this small squirrel and some of the other smaller creatures which are
filling the small gaps left between the huge stones? Further, do you not
realize that the tiny grains of sand brought by this squirrel are the ones
which bind the whole structure and make it strong? Yet you scold this
small creature and fling him away in anger!”

Hearing this, the Vanaras
were ashamed, and bowed
down their heads. Rama con-
tinued: "Always remember,
however small, every task is
equally important. A project
can never be completed by
the main people alone. They
need the support of all, and
however small, an effort
should always be appreci-
ated!” Rama then turned to
the squirrel and said softly:
“My dear squirrel, I am sorry
for the hurt caused to you
by my army and thank you
for the help you have ren-
dered to Me. Please go and
continue your work happily.”
Saying this, He gently stroked
the back of the squirrel with
His fingers, and three lines
appeared where the Lord's
fingers had touched it.

Gaura Hari Hari Bol
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All glories to ST ST Guru-Gauranga

THE SUBTLETIES OF TRUE SEVA

By Srila Bhakti Vijfiana Bharatt Gosvami Maharaja

What is to be understood before serving?

yah sastra-vidhim utsrjya
varttate kama-caratah
na sa siddhim avapnoti
na sukham na param gatim

(Srimad Bhagavad-gita 16.23)

“He who discards the injunctions of the scriptures and acts according to his whimsical
desires attains neither perfection, happiness, nor the supreme destination.”

ing any guidance does not render true service to the Vaisnavas or Bhagavan;
rather, he endeavors only to gratify his own senses. Such a person is known as
svecchdcari, or a person who acts only according to his own desires.

Q person who renders service in a completely independent mood without accept-

Before beginning any service, one must understand the moods and desires of the
sevya (object of service). It is only after gaining such an understanding that one's ser-
vice can truly please the sevya and even be called seva. Otherwise, one's service is sim-
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ply svecchacarita (an act of independence).
It is often seen that a person repeatedly
insists that a Vaisnava accepts his service.
Although this person’s service may not
be pleasing to the Vaisnava, the Vaisnava
allows him to continue performing it so
that the person can fulfill his desire and
the Vaisnava can avoid any further distur-
bance. The person may gain some feeling
of acceptance and the chance to perform
his desired activity, but this activity can
never be considered true service.

Independent activities lead to great dis-
turbances

Sruti-smrti-puranadi-
pafncaratra-vidhim vina
aikantikt harer bhaktir

utpatayaiva kalpate

(Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.101)

“A person creates only disturbances
by disregarding the regulations
given in the Sruti, Smrti, Puranas and
Ndrada-pancaratra, even if his service
is one-pointed to Sri Hari."

Ekantika-bhakti (single-pointed devo-
tion) by definition means to render ser-
vice in a manner pleasing to one's most
worshipful object of service. Therefore,
only activities pleasing to the sevya can be
designated as service.

One activity, two categories: labor and
seva

Bhagavan Acarya and Madhavi-devi
are the eternal associates of Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu. Once, on the instructions of
Bhagavan Acarya, Chota Haridasa carried
a bag of rice on his head from Puri to the
house of Madhavi-devi at Alalanatha, and

in exchange brought rice from her house
back to the home of Bhagavan Acarya,
who later cooked that rice and offered it
to Sriman Mahaprabhu. As soon as Sriman
Mahaprabhu took the rice, he inquired
about its source. When Bhagavan Acarya
told Him Chota Haridasa had brought
it from the house of Madhavi-devi, He
praised the rice and externally appeared
untroubled, but internally was highly dis-
pleased. Upon returning to His residence,
He immediately instructed His personal
servant, Govinda Prabhu, to bar Chota
Haridasa from visiting Him. That is why
Sri Jagadananda Pandita has mentioned
in Prema-vivarta (8.7), "gopanete atyacara
gord dhare curi — even if you misbehave
in secret, Gaura will catch you.” A person
may be able to hide his immoral behav-
ior from the whole world, but Gauranga
Mahaprabhu will surely catch him, because
He is omniscient.



At first glance, Chota Haridasa's carry-
ing rice on his head all the way from Puri
to Alalanatha and back appears to be an
act of service. But because this activity was
unpleasing to Sriman Mahaprabhu, it was
not even considered karma; rather, it was
merely physical labor. Had Mahaprabhu
been pleased with this activity, it would
have been considered bhakti.

Displeasing the object of service is the
result of mixing service with prohibited
activities

What then was Chota Haridasa's mis-
take? Without mentioning any details, Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu made it very clear
that Chota Haridasa had done something
against the prescribed rules and regula-
tions of his asrama:

prabhu kahe — vairagt kare prakrti sambhasana
dekhite na paré ami tahara vadana

Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu said,
“| cannot see the face of a renunciate
who [with lust] speaks to women.”

durvara indriya kare visaya-grahana
daru prakrti hare munerapi mana

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 2.117-118)

“It is so difficult to check the senses
from grasping objects of enjoyment,
that a wooden statue of a woman steals
the mind of even a saintly person.”

ksudra-jiva saba markata-vairagya kariya
indriya cardiya bule ‘prakrti’ sambhasiya

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 2.120)

“There are many persons with little
in their possession who accept the
renounced order of life like monkeys.
They go here and there engaging
in sense gratification and speaking

intimately with women."

prabhu kahe, — “mora vasa nahe mora mana
prakrti-sambhast vairagi na kare darsana

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 2.124)

He further said “My mind is not under
My control. It does not like to see
anyone in the renounced order who
talks intimately with women.”

‘haridasa k& ha?’ jadi srivasa puchila
‘sva-karma-phala-bhuk puman’ — prabhu uttara dila

When Srivasa Pandita inquired from Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu, “Where is Chota
Haridasa?” The Lord replied, “A person is
sure to achieve the results of his karma.”

tabe Srivasa tara vrttanta kahila
Jaiche sankalpa, jaiche triveni pravesila

“Srivasa Pandita then related the details
of Haridasa's decision and his entering
the waters at the confluence of the
Ganga, Yamuna and Sarasvatt.”

suni’ prabhu hasi’ kahe suprasanna citta
‘prakrti darsana koile ei prayascitta’

(SrT Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 2.163-165)

When $ri Caitanya Mahaprabhu heard
these details, He smiled in a pleased
mood and said, “If with sensual intentions
one looks at women, this is the only
process of atonement.”

Although the details have not been
mentioned by any of our previous
dacaryas, Stila Prabhupada Bhaktisiddhanta
Sarasvati Thakura — who is an dcdrya in
the true line of Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja
Gosvami and who is an eternal associate of
Sriman Mahaprabhu, and thereby omnis-
cient like Him — explained in detail why Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu externally rejected
Chota Haridasa. Srila Prabhupada showed



in his Sat-siksa Pradarsant (spiritual edu-
cation exhibition) that Madhavi-devi, an
elderly devotee advanced in devotional
service and one among the three-and-
a-half associates of Sriman Mahaprabhu,
had a young maidservant in her home. It
was this maidservant with whom Chota
Haridasa had glanced upon with lusty
eyes, through which he ‘'spoke’ intimately.

Restrictions in accepting service

Through this pastime, Sri Caitanya
Mahaprabhu has clearly demonstrated
how the mere touch of a sense enjoyer
affects the sadhaka. If even uncooked
grains carry the sentiment and conscious-
ness of those who touch them, then
what can be said of offerings cooked by
a non-devotee or by persons with mate-
rial desires? It is for this reason that our
acaryas have advised us to remain very
careful about what we accept from oth-
ers. In Hindi it is said, "jaisa khayoge anna,
vaisa banega mana — one develops the
consciousness present in the grains he
eats.” Elsewhere, Sri Caitanya Mahaprabhu
also mentioned:

visayira anna khaile malina haya mana
malina mana haile nahe krsnera smarana

(Srt Caitanya-caritamrta, Antya 6.278)

“If eaten, the grains of a materialist
contaminate the mind. A contaminated
mind cannot remember Krsna.”

Sriman Mahaprabhu was so sensitive to
these subtle points that He could imme-
diately recognize the mood present in the
rice offering. Although an ordinary person
may not be so advanced that he can iden-
tify the subtle consciousness presentin an
offering made by a materialistic person,
the effect does in fact exist, and one must

certainly bear the reactions. Therefore,
if we truly wish to remain sincere in our
efforts in bhakti, we should simply follow
the teachings of our guru-varga while rec-
ognizing our inability to properly under-
stand the consciousness of those offering
us food.

A lesson about the proper consciousness
for service

Srila Krsnadasa Kaviraja Gosvami has
mentioned that Chota Haridasa is not to
be considered a person with lusty desires.
In fact, he is an eternal associate of Sri
Caitanya Mahaprabhu and through him,
Sfiman  Mahaprabhu imparted several
useful teachings to us, as mentioned in
the pastime above.

mahaprabhu — krpa-sindhu, ke pare bujhite?
priya bhakte danda karena dharma bujhaite

(Sri Caitanya-catiramrta, Antya-lila 2.143)

“Sriman Mahaprabhu is an ocean of
mercy. Who can understand Him?
In chastising His dear devotees, He
establishes dharma.”
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BHAKTI (SEVA)
UNDER THE
HIGHER AGENT
ONLY

By Srila Bhakti Raksaka
Sridhara Deva Gosvami
Maharaja

hen | joined the mission, |
wanted to read the books
of the mission, including

Bhagavatam, but | did not find any
encouragement from the author-
ity. The real thing, the real require-
ment is to use our energy for the
service of the Lord. By that process
only may we go up, not by satis-
fying our intellectual necessities.
Jhdna-sunya-bhakti, an illiterate
man may achieve a higher position
in the realm of devotion than a lit-
erate man.

By the command of the Lord’s
agent, we may engage in liter-
ary culture, even as Mahaprabhu
instructed ROpa and Sanatana
Gosvamis. Of course, they had
acquired their knowledge to utilize
it in the service of the sampradaya,
the Gaudiya disciplic succession.

He also asked Raghunatha Bhatta
to hear the Bhagavatam from one
who knew its real purport.

Jiva Gosvami was the only
exception. Mahaprabhu asked him
to study independently before he
joined the Vrndavana party. He
left his home and went to Benares,
the center of all sorts of learning
at that time. He studied different
sastras and then joined the oth-
ers in Vrndavana. There, under the
direction of RUpa and Sanatana,
he utilized his previously acquired
knowledge in the service of the
sampradaya.

When we get inspiration from
above to study, that study is devo-
tion. Otherwise a whim to study,
to acquire scholarship, may not be
bhakti proper, suddha-bhakti.



The higher agent, the Vaisnava, must
utilize my energy. This energy must be
spent to satisfy the higher world. Then
it will be bhakti, it will be devotion. My
mental imagination may bring sukrti,
but it won't be suddha-bhakti if | have a
mind to help the sampradaya in a schol-
arly way. At my own risk | must go on with
my study. It is accepted that when one is
connected with the higher agent, then it
will be considered devotion; otherwise it
is not. It is an empirical attempt with some
sort of good imagination. But this is not
pure bhakti, pure devotion. Pure devo-
tion is to carry out the orders descending
from above, from the higher agent. The
waves are coming; catch them and then
act accordingly.

Our Godbrother Nisikanta Sanyal said
that when we are requested by a Vaisnava
to write or read any book, then that con-
stitutes devotion. But when of our own

accord we read any devotional book, that
won't give us devotion. That will be karma
or jAdna. To surrender unconditionally to
the instruction coming down to us, that
is bhakti. All else is imitation. We find
this warning everywhere. This we should
understand.

Even reading the scriptures is not
devotion unless done on the order of
the Vaisnava. Independent reading is
only knowledge-seeking. By following
the Vaisnava, our bond with the Lord is
guaranteed. Sadhu-sange Krsna-nama: in
the company of the devotees, chanting
the Name or whatever service we render
is guaranteed to reach Him. And what is
the guarantee of that? The reply will be,
“His agent is saying so, and | am there-
fore engaged. | am not my master; | am
his servant.” Such consciousness must
be genuine, as far as possible. Success
depends on this principle.
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If we are appointed to preach, to
do relief work here, we will execute
that duty solely under the appoint-
ment of, and in the interest of, that
higher plane, without any vanity.
We should think, “I must put myself
wholly at the disposal of the higher
plane, and | shall not be eager to
become an acarya, a spiritual mas-
ter. Otherwise, there is the danger
of committing ndma-aparadha,
offense against the Lord’s Name.”

Asraddadhane  vimukhe  ‘py
asrnvati, yas copadesah siva-
namdparddhah. 1t is an offense to
give the Holy Name to the faithless.
It betrays the motivation to gain
a position in the higher sphere.
This is a type of mundane attach-
ment, a spiritual commerce, as is
the habit of caste gosvamis and
other spurious lines. Rather, the
healthy attitude should be, “If  am
appointed from above, then | shall
serve as appointed, and that too,
only for the interest of those who
have appointed me. | am entering
that rank solely for the interest of
that higher land.” That is the pure
and perfect approach.

Srila Sridhara  Svami, the
renowned commentator of Srimad-
Bhagavatam, has stated, sa carpita
eva satl yadi kriyeta, na tu krta sati
pascad arpyeta: "Devotional ser-
vice must be first offered to the
Lord, then performed; not per-
formed and offered afterwards.”
We should already be commit-
ted when we come to serve. We
should not collect capital and later
try to utilize it in the service of the
Lord. The commitment is to Him,
to Krsna.

/

We have come to know about
Him for Him, not for our sake or
for anyone else. We preach only
because of the instruction from
above. Only if we receive an instruc-
tion from that higher quarter, "Go
and preach,” shall we do so. Only
then will our preaching be service,
and never if it is done for name and
fame. We must have engagement
from the higher office, and only
on their behalf shall we preach;
then it will be genuine preaching.
Otherwise, it will be trading. Na
sa bhrtyah sa vai vanik: Prahlada
Maharaja has warned us against
this trading mentality in the name
of spiritual truth.

Devotion is a separate and dis-
tinct plane where we live only
for the center. We aspire to live
and move only as agents of the
center, never disconnected from
the center. This is Krsna conscious-
ness. Reality is for Itself, and we
must strictly abide by this rule.
He is for Himself, everything is for
Him, we are for Him. Whatever we
do must also be for Him. We must
strictly adhere to this conception,
and always examine whether what
we are doing is for Him or for any
other part, however important we
may think it to be.



All glories to SrT ST Guru-Gauranga

THE TRUE MEANING OF SEVA: SERVING FOR
THE SATISFACTION OF GURU AND BHAGAVAN

The Best Service is What Pleases the
Master

(Taken from chapter 8 of The Life of
Ramanujdcarya, by Naimisaranya Dasa.
Rasbihari Lal & Sons. Vrndavana. 2005)

nce a Brahmana came to Srila
Ramanujacarya and said: “l wish

to purify myself by serving you,
for you are the best of devotees. By such
service | shall be freed from the influence
of material nature.” Yatiraja [Ramanuja, the
best of sannyasis] accepted the request,
saying, “What you have said is correct,
for one can be liberated only by service.
If you wish to serve me, then you must

stay here and do whatever | ask of you."
The Brahmana was very pleased by this
reply and said eagerly: “O master, tell me
what is your desire. | will do anything you
ask of me.” Seeing the man’s sincerity,
Ramanuja then told him: “O Brahmana, |
have resolved to purify myself by taking
daily the water which has washed the feet
of a pure-hearted Brahmana. Now, by the
grace of the Lord, you have come here. My
order is that you stay here, and every day
give me the water that has washed your
feet. Only if you do this will you be able to
render real service to me.” Although a very
humble person by nature, the Brahmana
could not refuse this direct order. From that
time on, every day when Yatiraja returned
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from taking his noon bath in the Kaverr,
he would take upon his head some of the
water that had washed the Brahmana's
feet. One day, Ramanuja was invited to
take prasada at the home of one of his
householder disciples, and he went there
directly after bathing in the river. After
they had eaten, all the devotees began to
discuss the glories of Lord Narayana, put-
ting various questions to Ramanujacarya
and listening intently to the explanations
he gave. So sweet were these discussions
that the devotees became unaware of the
passage of time. Thus, by the time Yatiraja
rose to leave the house, it was very late
at night. When they arrived back at the
asrama, they found that the only person
still awake was the pious Brahmana. “Why
have you waited up so long for me?” asked
Yatiraja. “Have you eaten yet?” “"How could
| think of eating,” replied the Brahmana,
smiling, “when | have not yet rendered
my service to you?” At this, Yatiraja smiled
broadly and embraced the man, saying,
“You are a wonderful devotee, the perfect
servant of the Lord. By being absorbed
only in thoughts of service, you have
attained perfection.” Then he drank the
water that had washed the Brahmana's
feet and offered it to all his other disciples.

Seva means to seek the satisfaction of
Gurudeva

By Sr1 Srila Shyam Das Baba Maharaja

Once, a grhastha bhakta was receiving
my Gurudeva in the month of December
and it was very cold that time. That disciple
instinctively arranged some nice hot water
to wash Gurudeva'’s lotus feet which were
feeling cold due to the weather. After that,
they put Gurudeva in a chair and gave him
a garland and so on. One foolish person
was watching all of this. The misguided

observer saw how the grhastha made the
hot water and all of the other arrange-
ments. Then, after a long time, Gurudeva
also went to that person’s house. That
so-called devotee received Gurudeva, but
this time it was during the hot season. He
nonetheless still planned to put hot water
on Gurudeva's lotus feet just as he had
previously seen done. Gurudeva shouted:
“What are you doing!? Are you foolish!?”
The host responded, “I thought this was
the rule, so | just followed.” He thought he
was doing seva but this is not seva. Seva
means to seek the satisfaction of Guru
and Vaisnava. It is not according to your
whimsical attitude. Please, wherever you
go, you must speak about this siddhanta
so that other people can also learn this
kind of truth and nourish it in their hearts.

Encouraging others to serve according
to their nature

(Taken from the book 'My Beloved Masters'’
by Srila Bhakti Vijfiana Bharatt Gosvami
Maharaja)

At one point, Srila Bhakti Prakasa
Aranya Gosvami Maharaja exhibited the
pastime of having an ocular disease that
affected his vision and made it difficult for
him to recognize people. Guru Maharaja
arranged for his treatment in a hospi-
tal in Kolkata and sent me to see to Srila
Maharaja’s needs. A specialist at the hospi-
tal told me, "Before operating on his eyes,
we must first control his diabetes. In order
to do this, we need to manage his diet,
and so his food must come from the hos-
pital.” | told the specialist: “Srila Maharaja
will not eat hospital food. We can prepare
and provide him with whatever foods you
advise.” The doctor accepted my proposal,
and | began bringing Srila Aranya Gosvami
Maharaja food prepared in the matha



especially for him. The day of $ri Annakata
Mahotsava eventually came, and a grand
festival was held at our matha in Kolkata.
Sri Amiya Raya, a female disciple of Srila
Aranya Gosvami Maharaja, was in attend-
ance at the festival. She honored prasada
in the matha and packed some to take
to her family members at home. On her
way home, she stopped by the hospital
to see her gurudeva. By providence, Srila
Aranya Gosvami Maharaja was accepting
prasdda at that time. Seeing her gurudeva
taking simple prasada, she became upset
and said: "Today is Annakdta. What kind
of prasada are they serving you?” Before
Srila Aranya Gosvami Maharaja could
answer her, Sri Amiya Raya filled his plate
with the annakdtaprasada meant for her
family. At her insistence, Srila Maharaja
honored some of the prasada. His blood
sugar increased, and the date of his oper-
ation was postponed as a result. The spe-
cialist told me: “The food you are giving
Maharaja is more regulated than what he
would have received from the hospital.
But please explain to him that he is not
to accept food from anyone’s hands but
yours.” When | conveyed the specialist's
order to Srila Aranya Gosvami Maharaja,
he told me: “Look, there are two ways of
serving: according to one’s own desires as
permitted within the scope of scriptural
injunctions, and with the consideration of
what is most beneficial for the object of
our service. Amiya Raya understands only
the former; she serves according to what
she feels is best for herself. She is not yet
advanced enough to practice the latter, in
which she would serve according to what
is best for her object of service. Anyway, |
will do as you and the specialist say.” Once
Srila Maharaja’s sugar levels returned to
normal, the doctor performed the opera-
tion, and Srila Maharaja regained his nor-
mal eyesight after only a few days.

How to understand who is the actual
guru-sevaka?

By S Srila Shyam Das Baba Maharéaja

Gaudiya Gosthi Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami Thakura Prabhupada
said that:

“He who can completely harmonize
his own heart with Guru-padapadma is a
snigdha-sisya in the truest sense.” If we can
find all same dcarana (etiquette) and sid-
dhanta-vicara of Sad Gurudeva in the life
of a disciple, then surely, we can identify
that he is a snigdha-sisya of Sad Gurudeva.

Vettha tvam saumya tat sarvam
Tattvatas tad-anugrahat
briyuh snigdhasya sisyasya
guravo guhyam apy uta

(Srimad Bhagavatam 1.1.8)

“And because you are submissive,
your spiritual masters have endowed
you with all the favors bestowed
upon a gentle disciple. Therefore
you can tell us all that you have
scientifically learned from them.”

All our behavior and activities, | mean
acarana, should be approved by our
paramahamsa-gaudiya-quru-varga, like Sri
Svarupa Gosai, Srila Sanatana Gosai, Srila
Rupa Gosai, Srila Raghunatha Gosai, Srila
Bhaktivinoda Thakura, Srila Prabhupada,
etc. In that case, we need not take undue
advantage of utilizing the vaisnavipratistha
of our Sad Gurudeva to identify ourselves
in front of the public to get false pratistha.
Rather, people should become inquisitive
about who his Gurudeva is by watching
the perfect acarana and siddhanta-vicara
of a snigdha-sisya.

The evergreen example of the complete
dedication of Sri Kuresa unto the lotus feet



of Sri Ramanuja Acarya, the great guru,
should be discussed for our absolute ben-
efit. He took life risk to go in front of Vidvad
Jana Kolahala, the notorious demon king
of Madhuri, in the guise of Sri Ra&manuja
Acarya to save Gurudeva from danger,
because he was always ready to sacrifice
his own life for Gurudeva. That kind of
idealism is really very, very rare. The sto-
len Bodhayana-bhasya on Vedanta-satra
was kept secretly at Sdrada Matha in the
Himalayan hill in the way of Badrinatha by
those Sankara Mayavadis. Anyhow, this
was rescued by Srila Ramanuja Acarya and

Kureéa by the mercy of Sri Nrsimhadeva
from that dsrama. But really, this is the
matter of high regret that the bhasya was
taken away forcefully by some hooligans
deputed by those Mayavadis from Sarada
Matha from Sri Ramanuja Acarya. So
Srila Ramanuja Acarya was feeling disap-
pointed, but Kuresa, the great guru-sevaka,
was successful to memorize the whole
Bodhayana-bhasya within that time, wait-
ing to rewrite the whole book as it is for
guru-seva, because Srila Ramanuja Acarya
wanted to write one bhasya on Vedanta-
sttra on the basis of that Bodhayana-
bhasya. The ideal guru-seva of Kuresa is a
rare example for us all.

We are always in confusion to detect
a genuine guru-sevaka or sadhu. Logical
interpretation cannot stand in the way of
that Absolute Truth, but we always forget
this vital point. As per external calculation,
we cannot see that Srila Prabhupada was
busy to serve his Gurudeva (Srila Gaura
KiSora dasa Babaji Maharaja), but still his
Gurudeva was highly satisfied with him for
his guru-gaura-vani-seva, whereas exter-
nal exhibition of guru-seva by somebody
to gather labha-padja-pratisthG can come
to a flop end, though he may enjoy mate-
rial popularity all over the world.

Gaura Hari Hari Bol

Anarchism in the field of seva

(By Gaudiya Gosthi-pati Sri Srla Bhakti
Siddhanta  Sarasvati  Gosvami  Thakura
Prabhupada Paramahamsa Jagad Guru from
the book compiled by him named — 'The
specialty of Srt Caitanya Deva')

Pure stainless neutral seva-vrtti (the nat-
ural function of atma) is Bhagavad-seva;
here in this case no question of expression
of restlessness. Bhoga either in the form
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of dharma-artha-kdma or detach-
ment developing out of avoiding
dharma-artha-kaGma — both can-
not help in the way of attainment
of eternal vrtti of atma (the natural
function of atma) which is called
bhakti.

Again, though if sometimes the
partial exposal (or expression) of
nitya-svabhava (the original nature
of jiva — | mean the interest in
Bhagavat-bhajana) can be seen —
still baddha-jiva can also reserve
the right of getting deviated from
the track of Bhagavat-bhajana.
Nisiddha-acara (prohibited acara),
kapatya-natya (dancing of fal-
sity or complicacy or duplicity),
paradhrah (violence to others or
Jiva-himsa), pratistha-asa, desire
to achieve respect or honor from
others or the desire to collect
those matters relating to material
enjoyment (sense gratification) —
throwing away the atma-seva-vrtti
into water. By the development of
such nonsense, it is quite natural
to get detached from Bhagavat-
priti, then, the situation cannot
allow one to become a real bhakta.
From then on, material ego (false
ego) develops to engage me in
my doership. Sri Gaura-sundara
Himself wanted to teach all about
suddha-bhakti in this world to
restore the original (real) caitanya
(absolute consciousness) of those
baddha-jivas by preaching Himself
(or by showing acarana Himself).
St Caitanya Deva has given advice
to the human being to develop
egolessness (to develop atma-
seva-vrtti unto the Supreme Lord
St Krsna Bhagavan).

Affectionate service is great
service
By Srla Bhakti Vijfiana Bharatt

Gosvami Maharaja

Once, many disciples of Srila
Prabhupada gathered together
and, through his personal assis-
tant, Sri Paramananda Prabhu, sub-
mitted a query to him: “Among the
many devotees in the matha who,
having accepted the shelter of your
lotus feet, sincerely and incessantly
engage in rendering various kinds
of services for your divine pleasure
both day and night, whose service
do you consider to be the top-
most?”

Srila Prabhupada replied to such
a profound question with simple
words: “The greatness of a person'’s
service to the Vaisnavas is directly
proportional to the amount of love
and affection he has developed in
his heart for those Vaisnavas; the
greater the affection, the greater
the service.”
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SRI GURU-TATTVA AND SEVA

By SrT Srimad Bhaktisiddhanta Sarasvatt Gosvamt Thakura Prabhupada

Excerpts from a lecture delivered in the Sarasvata Assembly Hall, Sri Caitanya Matha,
Mayapura Saturday, 9.00 pm, on the 28th day of the month of Magha (January) 1931

om ajAana-timirandhasya jiananjana-salakaya
caksur unmilitam yena tasmai sri-gurave namah

A Golden
Collectively

oday | have an opportunity to wor-
Tship my Sri Gurudeva. Last year, also,

| had the good fortune of worship-
ping him, and today that auspicious occa-
sion has come again. By the mercy of
Bhagavan, | had the fortune of being able
to serve Srila Gurudeva for another year.
If Srila Gurudeva had wanted to deprive
me of service to him, | would not have
survived this past year. Since | have been
granted this one year, | must again, today,

Opportunity to Serve

contemplate whether | have properly
taken advantage of that opportunity and
served him accordingly.

Srila Gurudeva said that we shall collec-
tively engage in the service of Bhagavan.
He used the word “we” which means he
was not referring to one person alone.
Many persons egotistically profess, “I am
Bhagavan's exclusive servant” or “l have
been selected to perform a particular ser-
vice to Him because no one else is qualified
to do it." But Srila Gurudeva's words issue
from a heart melted with loving compas-
sion: “Come! Let us forget our tendency to
block each other’s spiritual progress; this
is violence. Service to Bhagavan is supe-
rior to all else.”



By saying “superior to all else” he is not
implying, “No one can do this service but
me; | will not allow anyone else to do it
My Srila Gurupddapadma’s nature con-
tains no such violence.

Humbly Praying for Help

"Bahubhirmilitva yat kirtanam tadaiva
sankirtanam — sankirtana means congre-
gational chanting.”

Glorification and prayers are included
in sankirtana. From an external perspec-
tive, one who offers stuti (Vedic prayers)
holds a lower position than the object of
the prayers. A third party however, can
best understand the glories of a person
by hearing his prayers.

Sri Gaurasundara explained that to gen-
uinely call out for Bhagavan, one has to be
more humble than a blade of grass (trnad
api sunicena). We cannot cry out for some-
one until we have accepted our own insig-
nificance in relation to that person. We
beg for assistance when we are forced to
acknowledge our helplessness. Whenever
we find ourselves incapable of complet-
ing a task on our own, we are left with no
choice but to seek another’s help. Alone |
cannot complete a task that requires five
people to accomplish.

Sri Gaurasundara has instructed us to
genuinely cry out for Bhagavan, which
means He has urged us to solicit Sri
Bhagavan for help. This we have heard
from Srila Gurudeva. However if | cry out
to Him with the intention of involving Him
in service to me, or if | petition Him for
the purpose of accomplishing any task,
my cries lack the real humility of trnad api
sunicena. Real humility is never found in an
external show of humility, which is actually
mere duplicity. Calling out to Bhagavan in
the mood of being His master, expecting

Him to obey like a servant, is ineffective.
He does not hear such a call because
He is supremely independent and fully
conscious. Consequently, He is not con-
trolled by anyone. Until a person’s egoism
establishes roots in sincere, non-duplic-
itous humility, his prayers will not reach
Bhagavan, who is fully independent.

A person who is more humble than a
blade of grass may cry out to Bhagavan,
but unless he is endowed with the qual-
ities of patience and tolerance, his call-
ing out will still not bear fruit. If we show
impatience by hankering after our own
interests, our behaviour is in direct oppo-
sition to the mood of trnad api sunicena. If
we are fully confident that Bhagavan is the
Complete Being, and that our calling out
to Him will never result in scarcity, we will
not experience any dearth of patience. But
if | become greedy, intolerant and restless,
and if | remain adamant that | will accom-
plish my task on the strength of my own
ability and competence, | will not be able
to call out to Bhagavan in the true sense.




If we are excessively vain, we cannot
properly call out to Him. And also if we
try to annihilate our real self-interest, then
we will not be able to cry out to Bhagavan
properly. Often, | think that | am obliging
Him by my prayers, and therefore | engage
in other activities in which | don't need to
ask for His help. This mentality also indi-
cates the absence of tolerance.

We therefore require a guardian to save
us from such tendencies until we become
qualified to sincerely pray in the mood of
trnad api sunicena. His shelter and support
are necessary to shield us from such unfa-
vourable inclinations. Srila Narottama dasa
Thakura says: “asraya laiya bhaje, tanre
krsna nahi tyaje, ara sabe mare akarana
— one who performs bhajana under the
shelter of personalities who are the abode
of love for Krsna is not neglected by Krsna;
everyone else lives in vain.”

We are incompetent to proceed without
a bona fide Guru

Serving the lotus feet of Srila Gurudeva
is our foremost necessity. In this world,
we even need a guru to perform karma
(material activities), to acquire jAana
(knowledge) or to fulfil any anyabhilasa
(desires not connected to serving Krsna).
The guidance of such worldly gurus
engenders insignificant results, which are
the antithesis of the results bestowed by
the lotus feet of a bona fide guru. Srila
Gurudeva is the source of our genuine
welfare. The very moment we become
bereft of his mercy, diverse worldly desires
manifest in our hearts. And if the vartma-
pradarsaka guru, who is the first to tell us
about spiritual life, does not tell us how we
should take shelter of the lotus feet of Srila
Gurudeva, we may end up losing the gem
in hand. Nama-bhajana (chanting Krsna’s

names) is the sole method of performing
bhajana, and it is the only method Srila
Gurudeva confers upon us. Consequently,
our responsibility is to worship his lotus
feet at the beginning of each year, that is,
every guru-paja. Srila Rupa Gosvami says:

guru-padasrayas tasmat

krsna-diksadi-siksanam

visrambhena guroh seva
sadhu-vartmanuvartanam

(Bhakti-rasamrta-sindhu 1.2.74-75)

"The first four limbs of sadhana-bhakti
are to accept the shelter of the lotus feet
of a bona fide guru, to take diksa and
receive instructions on service to Krsna
from him, to serve him with intimacy and
affection, and to follow the path of the
sadhus under his guidance.”

In a realm that is concealed and mystify-
ing, itis impossible to proceed by depend-
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ing on one’s own multitude of competen-
cies. Just as it is impossible to foresee the
future or make plans for the future on the
strength of one’s own ability, similarly,
mundane conceptions cannot help one
penetrate or attain the supra-mundane
realm. My senses have experienced some-
thing of the time that has already passed,
and therefore | have knowledge of it, but
| remain ignorant about the future. In the
same way, our current senses are incapa-
ble of informing us about that realm that
is complete and inconceivable. Our eyes
can only see a few miles into the distance,
and our ears can only hear words spoken
nearby.

If we depend on our own competence
to proceed in such a realm, we will never
reach the far end, the Ultimate Reality. Such
an attempt is likened to Ravana's efforts to
build a stairway to heaven. Construction
may begin, but it will eventually crumble
to the ground. It cannot exist in a void
where no support is present. Similarly, we
desire to ascend to that unknown realm,
and we try to do so on the strength of
our own competence, but we always fail.
Furthermore, if we consider an ordinary
mortal who is laghu (spiritually impotent
and not at all grave) to be guru (weighty
with potency), we face failure.

We will have to recognize who is guru
and who is laghu. A guru is engaged in
service to that Complete Entity whom
all real gurus honour as their sole object
of worship. This does not refer to a guru
(teacher) of sitar or physical exercises. Such
a guru cannot save one from the clutches
of death.

gurur na sa syat sva-jano na sa syat
pita na sa syaj janani na sa syat
daivam na tat syan na patis ca sa syaj
na mocayed yah samupeta-mrtyum

(Srimad-Bhdagavatam 5.5.18)

“That guru is not a guru, that father is
not a father, that mother is not a mother,
that demigod is not a demigod and
that relative is not a relative who cannot
protect us from the clutches of death,
cannot bestow eternal life upon us
and cannot protect us from ignorance,
because of which we are deeply
engrossed in this material world."

Ilgnorance is the sole reason a person
falls into the clutches of death; a person
with knowledge does not. All the educa-
tion in the world is immediately dispen-
sable for one who becomes mad or paral-
ysed or who meets with death. Unless we
are searching for the ultimate truth, we
tend to become unconscious, or devoid of
real consciousness.

When we are impelled to enjoy our
senses, like the tongue, hands, legs, arms
and genitals, we are enchanted and then
deceived. It is therefore imperative upon
us to remember Srila Gurupadapadma at
the beginning of each year, each month,
each day and at every moment, for he can
protect us from all such deception.

Remember Sri Guru every day, every
moment

Our Gurudeva'’s forms are manifold. If he
did not manifest himself in various ways,
then who else would protect us? That per-
son whom my Gurudeva has accepted as
his own is my saviour. | do not want to see
the faces of vile persons who criticize my
Gurudeva or who support those who crit-
icize him. They are the cause of all inaus-
piciousness.

The very instant | deviate from or for-
get the lotus feet of Srila Gurudeva, who
is continuously attracting me to his lotus
feet, at that very moment | am unques-



tionably deprived of the Truth. Upon such
deviation, | became engrossed in con-
templating countless scarcities. | hurry to
bathe in a holy place, and | become busy
protecting myself from the cold. In this
way | chase after activities other than ser-
vice to Srila Gurudeva.

My  Gurudeva constantly protects
me from dvitiyabhinivesa, becoming
absorbed in activities separate from the
interest of Bhagavan. If | do not remem-
ber my Gurudeva at the beginning of each
year, each month, each day, and at every
moment, | will surely fall further away from
the path of bhakti. Consequently, | myself
will wish to be recognized as guru, and the
sinister contemplation of how others will
worship me will invade my mind.

This alone is dvitiyabhinivesa. We have
not assembled here to perform guru-paja
just for today, but to begin the perfor-
mance of it at every moment, forever.

Sri Gaurasundara is Krsna Himself, who
came to this Earth as jagad-guru, the
spiritual master of the whole world, and
spoke Siksastaka. May the mahanta-gu-
rus (exalted, manifest gurus) and all great
Vaisnavas who are surrendered to their
lotus feet impart all aspects of the teach-
ings of Siksastaka to us. May they deliver
us from our calamitous situation.

My Gurudeva appears to me everywhere

Our spiritual masters (asraya-jatiya
guru-varga) are the abodes of love. They
appear to us in different forms to bestow
their mercy upon us. They are reflected
in all objects and in every entity. Indeed,
they are the special manifestations of Srila
Gurudeva, he who imparts divya-jaana,
transcendental knowledge. The object of
love, Krsna (visaya-jatiya), is one half of
the equation, and the abode of love, Sri
Guru (asraya-jatiya), is the other half. Their
combination results in a complete whole
through vilasa-vaicitrya (wonderfully var-
legated pastimes). Sri Krsna is the com-
plete manifestation of the object of love,
and Srila Gurudeva is the complete per-
ception of the abode of love. When the
transcendental reflection of dsraya-jatiya
tattva falls upon any conscious being, he
is to be understood as a manifestation
of my Gurudeva. Gurudeva is that per-
son whose behaviour at every moment
instructs us that our entire life is meant for
serving Bhagavan. That very Gurudeva is
reflected in the heart of every living being
and is situated in every entity as asraya-
Jatiya tattva.

cata-priyala-panasasana-kovidara
Jjambv-arka-bilva-bakulamra-kadamba-nipah
ye ‘nye parart ha-bhavaka yamunopakulah



samsantu krsna-padavim rahitatmanam nah
(Srimad-Bhagavatam 10.30.9)

"O mango, priyala, jackfruit, asana and
kovidara trees! O trees of jambu, arka,
bilva and bakula! O amra, kadamba and
nipa trees, as well as all other plants and
trees growing along Yamuna'’s shores
whose lives are devoted to benefiting
others, we have lost our minds in the
agony of separation from Sri Krsna, so
please tell us where He has gone.”

7

Sri Krsna disappeared from the rasa-
sthalt (the place of the rasa-lila), and the
gopis, who are eternally liberated souls,
approached each and every living entity in
search of Him. Did the gopis simply depend
upon the knowledge acquired through
their senses to find Him? We receive the
opportunity to hear about these subjects
from our Gurudeva. The variegated tran-
scendental pastimes of Nanda-Govinda,
Yasoda-Govinda, Sridama-Sudama-

Govinda, Citraka-Patraka-Govinda, Vamsi-

Govinda, Go-Govinda and Kadamba-
Govinda are accounts of the rasa-laden
pastimes of Sri Sri Radha-Govinda.

If a person is blessed with the darsana
of Sri Guru in his heart, or if he makes a
place in his mind where Sri Guru can wan-
der, then such pastimes are revealed in
his heart. The one and only way to attain
service to the Complete Being is to wor-
ship that person who, by his every activ-
ity, encourages us to serve the Complete
Being. Our Gurudeva’s image, reflected in
many different ways, constantly manifests
newer and newer lessons for us.

My Gurudeva manifests in various
repositories, and upon seeing their atti-
tude of service to Bhagavan, | pray that |
may spend thousands and thousands of
lifetimes serving Sri Hari in their associa-
tion, and that my aversion to serving Him,
which has prevailed for millions of life-
times, is finally destroyed.
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Everyone is advancing except me

Once | went to Mangala-giri in South
India to establish the sacred impressions
of Sriman Mahaprabhu's footprints. A
devotee amongst us raised this doubt:
“When | first came to the matha, | noted
the character of the matha residents and
their attachment to serving Bhagavan.
This impressed and inspired me, and |
cherished a high aspiration to be like
them. But now, the standard | once envi-
sioned attaining has lessened considera-
bly. I am engrossed in various mundane
thoughts such as thinking about the many
brahmacaris who have turned to their
homes and entered household life."

In reply | said: “I cannot say that they
have left hari-bhajana just because they
have returned to their homes. In fact, | see
each and every one of those brahmacaris
as amazing Vaisnavas and their Vaisnava
qualities and devotion for the Lord have
increased manifold. What a wicked atheist
| used to be, but my wickedness substan-
tially abated in their association. | see that
| am averse to Bhagavan, but they all are
engaged in hari-bhajana. By the mercy of
Srila Raghunatha Bhatta Gosvami, | have
come to know this verse:

“vaisnavera nindya-karma na pade kane, sabe
krsna bhaje, tinha ei matra jane,”

“Gossip about Vaisnavas indulging in
abominable activities should never
enter my ears. | should only see that all
persons are serving Krsna.”

From my perspective, everybody is
advancing in hari-bhagjana, and this uni-
verse, which was created by Bhagavan,
IS prospering in every respect. Everyone
except me is receiving spiritual benefit.
You have become restless without due
reason, and because you are intensely
eager to serve Bhagavan you want the
devotees who left to also be increasingly
keen to engage in hari-bhajana. They are,
however, engaged in hari-bhgjana. Still,
you are dissatisfied and want their exu-
berance to serve their beloved Lord to
increase a millionfold. My heart, on the
contrary, is meager and unable to accom-
modate the magnitude of their bhajana of
Sri Hari. They exempilified living according
to an astonishingly high ideal. The only
person who is incapable of performing
hari-bhajana is me, because | busy myself
with finding faults in others. How, then,
can | ever make progress?
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Enthusiastic to find faults

Who finds faults in the Vaisnavas? Those
who depend on their senses to acquire
knowledge. Their senses — the eyes, ears,
nose and so forth — are their sole sup-
port; hence external objects deceive them.
In other words, those who are averse to
hari-bhajana find faults with the Vaisnavas.
When a person tells me that someone has
stopped chanting his harinama, | think,
“He must have become highly elevated
at heart as a result of so much chanting.
This is why he has left the path of bhajana,
which is the sole source of one's welfare,
and become engaged in other activities.
Only a rich man is so content that he does
not care to earn more.”

In Srimad Bhagavad-gita, Bhagavan
says: “na me bhakto pranasyati — My dev-
otees never perish or face misfortune.”

api cet su-duracaro
bhajate mam ananya-bhak
sadhur eva sa mantavyah
samyag vyavasito hi sah

(Bhagavad-gita 9.30)

“If even a man of abominable character
worships Me with single-pointed focus,
he is still to be considered a sadhu
because he is rightly situated in bhakti."

ksipram bhavati dharmatma
sasvac-chantim nigacchati
kaunteya pratijanihi
name bhakto pranasyati

(Bhagavad-gita 9.31)

“He quickly becomes virtuous and attains
eternal peace. O Kaunteya, declare it
boldly that My devotee never perishes.”

Can anyone who is one-pointed and
unflinching in his performance of hari-bha-
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jana ever become degraded? They have
doubtlessly attained full auspiciousness.
Our attitude, however, is defective, and
this is why we do not attain our own aus-
piciousness.

para-svabhava-karmani
na prasamsen na garhayet
visvam ekamakam pasyan
prakrtya purusena ca

(Srimad-Bhagavatam 11.28.1)

"Sri Bhagavan said: Do not criticise
or praise the conditioned nature and
activities of others. View this world as a
combination of material nature and souls
who have an enjoying propensity, both
based on the one Ultimate Reality.”

If | depend on my sense-perception for
information, | will remain deprived of ser-
vice to the Lord, who is beyond the percep-
tion of the senses (adhoksaja), and of Srila
Gurudeva. | have not attained my own wel-
fare, but still I meditate on the auspicious
behaviour of others, and although | myself
am full of shortcomings, | am enthusiastic
to find faults in others. If | ever began to
really focus on my own welfare, would |
have time to observe another's imperfec-
tions?

krsneti yasya giri tam manasadriyeta
diksasti cet pranatibhis ca bhajantam isam
susrusaya bhajana-vijiam ananyam anya-
nindadi sinya-hrdam ipsita-sanga-labdhya

(Upadesamrta verse 5)

"One who chants Krsna's name just
once is a neophyte devotee (kanistha-
adhikart). One should consider him to be
his family member and silently respect
him. One who, fully understanding the
principle of diksa, has accepted initiation
from a qualified guru and performs
bhajana of Bhagavan in accordance with

Vaisnava conventions is an intermediate
devotee (madhyama-adhikari). One
should respect such a devotee who is
endowed with the correct understanding
of reality and illusion by offering him
pranama and so forth. One who is adept
in the science of bhajana as described in
§rimad—Bhdgavatam and other Vaisnava
scriptures, and who performs exclusive
bhajana of Sri Krsna is a maha-bhagavata
devotee. Due to his undeviating
absorption in Krsna, the pure heart of
such a devotee is free from faults such
as the tendency to criticize others. He is
an expert in bhajana, meaning that he
mentally renders service (manasa-seva)
to Sri Radha-Krsna’'s pastimes, which
take place during the eight segments of
the day (asta-kaliya-lila). Knowing him
to be a topmost devotee whose heart
is established in the particular mood
of service to Sri Radha-Krsna for which
one aspires, and who is affectionately
disposed towards oneself, one should
honour him by offering dandavat-
pranama, making relevant inquiry and
rendering service with great love.”

Our lives are short. Last year we gath-
ered here to worship Srila Gurudeva. Since
then, those who received the mercy of
Bhagavan have departed from this world.
However, for the purpose of finding faults
in others and to show an example of the
absence of trnad api sunicena, we are in
this material world absorbed in sense
gratification.

The slightest tendency to find faults
in others is completely absent in Srila
Gurudeva. At the same time, his sole func-
tion is to kindly point out our hundreds
and thousands of faults, which are the
cause of our misfortune. May we not lose
sight of this quality of Srila Gurudeva.



If 1 live for one more year, then | will
absorb myself in the service of Gurudeva
at every moment from today onward and
give up my tendency to criticize others. |
will not say: “l am valorous, scholarly and a
gifted speaker; he is foolish, ignorant and
cannot express anything.” On the strength
of exclusive absorption in hari-katha, |
will not foster an attitude of aversion to
Bhagavan, and thus | will become truly
benefited.

Sadhaka and siddha are not the same
asa-bharair-amrta-sindhu-mayaih kathamcit
kalo mayatigamitah kila sampratam hi
tvam cet krpam mayi vidhasyasi n aiva kim me;
pranair vrajena ca varoru vakarinapi

(Vilapa-kusumanjali, verse 102)

"0 Varoru (girl with beautiful thighs),
| am passing my time with the sole
hope of being able to serve You. If you
withhold Your mercy, what value to
me is this life, the land of Vraja, and Sri
Krsna, the enemy of Baka?"

Some people ask me, “Why don't you
give siddha-pranalt (the identity of one's
eternal relationship with Krsna)?” However,
| cannot understand how a sadhaka and a
siddha can be on the same level. How can
one in the stage of sadhana that is full of
anarthas cultivate the activities of sadhana
that is free from anarthas or that of
siddhi (the stage of perfection)? If some-
one is siddha, self-realized, and he merci-
fully reveals his svardpa to me, then only
can | come to know his eternal constitu-
tional form.

In madhura-rasa Srila Gurudeva is
Varsabhanavt (Sri Radha). According to a
person’s eternal nature, he will see that
same SrT Gurudeva as a certain absolute
reality (vastu). One in the mood of a par-
ent sees him as Nanda-Yasod3; one in the

mood of a friend sees him as Sridama-
Sudama and one in the mood of a servitor
sees him as Citraka-Patraka.

The truth of who is visaya and who
is asraya appears in the heart of one
who remains engaged in service to Srila
Gurudeva. This truth does not manifest
in the heart by an artificial means. When
the tendency to serve arises in a fortunate
soul, this truth automatically appears in his
heart. We are not obliged to serve anyone
other than our Gurudeva. The nature of
nitya-lila (Krsna's eternal pastimes with His
devotees), which even Sesa, Siva, Brahma
and others cannot conceive of, will never
be realized by one whose consciousness is
polluted with mundane conceptions.

| offer my obeisances unto the lotus
feet of you all, my guru-varga.

(Translated from Srila Prabhupada’s
Harikathamrta by the Rays of The
Harmonist team)



All glories to $rT $rT Guru-Gauranga

HOW 'MUCH" | SERVE GURU-
VAISNAVA IS NOT SO IMPORTANT AS
'HOW' TO SERVE GURU-VAISNAVA

By Sr1 Srila Shyam Das Baba Maharaja

audiya Gosthi Pati Sri Srila

Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati

Gosvami Thakura used to
say that “In the hearts of those
who harbor anyabhilasa — worldly
desires — whether they be karmis,
JAants, yogis, or even pseudo-devo-
tees, the chandalint in the form of
prestige is ever engaged in her
seductive dance. This is because
none of them are truly estab-

lished in vaisnavi-pratisthG — that
divine and humble position which
is grounded in pure servitude.
The innate identity of “I am Krsna-
dasa”, the genuine self-conception
of a servant of Krsna, is absent in
them.”

It is the fact that most of the time
baddha jivas want to prove them-
selves superior to others instead of
focusing on actual guru-seva with-
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out any duplicity. So-called guru-seva and actual guru-seva are surely not the same.
So-called guru-seva can be detected when our material ego is the center point of our
life, but actual guru-seva means to serve Gurudeva on the platform of the real self
(attma).

Competition in devotional field can only take place if we are in illusion about our
real self. If we think that we are this material mind and body, then naturally this creates
dirty competition, which is the worst enemy in our bhagjan field. That is why the Srimad-
Bhagavatam clearly states in the second sloka:

dharmah projjhita-kaitavo ‘tra paramo nirmatsaranam satam
vedyam vastavam atra vastu sivadam tapa-trayonmilanam
srimad-bhagavate maha-muni-krte kim va parair tsvarah
sadyo hrdy avarudhyate ‘tra krtibhih susrasubhis tat-ksanat

(Srimad-Bhagavatam 1.1.2)

"Completely rejecting all religious activities which
are materially motivated, this Bhdgavata-purana
propounds the highest truth, which is understandable .

P i

the threefold miseries. This beautiful Bhagavatam,
compiled by the great sage Vyasadeva [in his
maturity], is sufficient in itself for God realization.
What is the need of any other scripture? As soon as
one attentively and submissively hears the message
of Bhdagavatam, by this culture of knowledge the
Supreme Lord is established within his heart.”

by those devotees who are totally free from any @ ;‘f 4
matsaratd. The highest truth is reality distinguished '\Q )
from illusion for the welfare of all. Such truth uproots [,

Gaudiya Gosthi Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami Thakura Prabhupada used to say
that: “Bhakti is the natural function of our soul”.

It is only bhakti sakti (or svardpa-sakti) which can
allow us to do some actual seva, and it is only when
we can recognize this bhakti-sakti (or svartpa-sakti) in
others that we can give proper honor and respect to
each other, and only then it will be possible for us to
serve jointly together in harmony under the strict guid-
ance (@nugatya) of Sri Guru.

Srila Sadananda Svami, the first western adherent
to Gaudiya Vaisnava philosophy in the 20th century
(the most intimate disciple of Srila Bhakti Siddhanta
Sarasvati Gosvami Thakura Prabhupada) used to say
that: “The true Upanisads, like God's Word Revelation




as a whole, are eternal living presence, and
as such they cannot be written, or printed,
or read, or uttered. They are expressions
of svardpa-sakti, of which God, His realm,
the idea, the thing, and the real Word con-
sists. This is why a Name of God, for exam-
ple, never can be heard, read or expressed
in its essence by someone who does not
have svartpa-sakti. It is the svarapa-sakti
itself which hears in the atma of the per-
son who listens and sits before the gury,
just as it is the svarapa-sakti which speaks
in the guru’s atma."

But from the view point of the material
ego which is always colored with the mood
of doership, one will be unable to realize
that everything is actually done by Sri
Guru, and that we are just like puppets in
the hand of Srila Gurudeva. Sometimes we
think that Gurudeva is one old man who is
lying on bed unable to serve anymore. But
this is not guru-darsana! Only Gurudeva
making fool of us. In reality everything is
done by Sad Gurudeva. To illustrate this we
would like to give the following example:
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One day Hayagriva Brahmachari
and Aprakrita Prabhu approached Srila
Prabhupada after coming back from
bhiksa-seva. Both of them declared in
front of Srila Prabhupada that from today
onwards we can no longer do this seva.
Even though Srila Prabhupada could real-
ize everything, still he started asking the
reason for why “You are speaking like this”.
Then both of them said that: "We are col-
lecting so much money for seva by trave-
ling here and there, and at the end of the
day we are giving everything to the Matha
in charge, but actually we have no idea
about what he is doing with that amount.”
Then Prabhupada became very harsh and
said: “Do you think | don't know who is
doing what! Everybody coming with dif-
ferent different purpose in front of guru, if
someone like to collect money or misuse,
then let him do so. What it concerns to
you? Why you want to leave your bhajana?
Do your own seva. What will go or come if
someone is going to misuse money?”

The very next morning both of them

&
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again went for bhiksa, but they could not
collect even one paisa. They could real-
ize their own fault. On coming back to
Matha, both of them went in front of Srila
Prabhupada and begged for pardon. They
said: “Today we could not collect anything.”
Then Srila Prabhupada in a loud voice,
started to say: “Do you think that you are
doing bhiksa? Actually, | am doing.” Then
both of them were completely shocked
after hearing those powerful declaration
by Prabhupada.

Even though Srila Aprakrita Prabhu
and Haigriva Brahmachari both of them
are eternal pdrsadas of Srila Prabhupada,
but still they do such lila for the benefit
of common people like us to teach us the
gravity of guru-tattva.

Another such powerful illustration we
can find in Srila Prabhupada’s ‘Upakhyane
Upadesa”.

Once there was a fierce battle between
the legions of the demigods and the
demons. The demigods were extremely
enthusiastic to defeat the demons. They
succeeded in defeating the demons only
by the influence of the power of Bhagavan
(God). However, the demigods forgot
about Bhagavan’s mercy and accredited
the victory to their own physical strength
and military expertise. Thus, the demigods
became swollen with pride and basked
in the respect and praise of the public.
To dispel this foolishness and hypocrisy,
Bhagavan changed His form and became
visible at a short distance from the demi-
gods. They were unable to recognize this
disguised form of the Supreme Lord, so
they said to Agni (the demigod of fire):
“Who is this worshipful person who has
appeared before us? Go and investigate.”

As soon as Agni approached Him, that
great personality asked: “Who are you?

Agni replied: “I am Agni — | am the
famous jata-vedah!”

Bhagavan inquired: “What power do
you have?”

Agni boldly asserted: “I can burn the
whole earth to ashes in an instant.”

Then Bhagavan placed a dry straw in
front of Agni and requested: “Demonstrate
your power by burning this piece of straw.”
Agni approached the piece of straw, but
even after exerting his whole might, the
straw remained intact.

Then Agni returned to the demigods
and informed them: “I could not recognize
that exalted person.”

When Agni failed, the demigods decided
to send Vayu (the wind demigod) to dis-
cover the identity of that Mahd-purusa
(great person). The demigod Vayu set off
and approached Bhagavan.

Bhagavan asked: “Who are you?”

Vayu replied: “| am Matarisva (the wind-
god).”

Bhagavan asked: “What power do you
have?”

Vayu said: “I can blow away everything
on the face of the earth.”

Then Bhagavan placed a piece of straw
in front of Vayu and asked him to move
it. Even after applying all his power, Vayu
could not move that insignificant piece
of straw even a tiny bit. Crestfallen, Vayu
returned to the demigods and reported: “|
could not recognize that great being.”

Finally, the demigods appointed
Devaraja Indra, the king of the demigods,
to solve the mystery. As soon as Indra
approached that great person, He disap-
peared from view. At that moment, Indra
saw the exquisitely beautiful goddess Uma
Devi, the consort of Siva, appear in the



sky. Approaching Uma Devi, Indra asked:
“Who is this Maha-purusah?”

Uma Deviinformed him: “This is Brahma,
the Absolute Truth. You demigods became
glorious only by His victory. Your power
is manifest only by His power. When He
withdraws His power, you do not have any
power of your own. The original owner of
your power (ksamata), expertise (daksata),
heroism (virata), and prowess (paurusa) is
only the Supreme Brahma. He is the musi-
cian. You are just His instrument. When
you think that you are doing everything
with your own strength, then at once
Brahma takes away all your power."

Those who disregard the power of Sri
Guru and Bhagavan desire to use the
eternally acquired prosperity, worship and
prestige (ldbha, paja, pratistha) of Sri Guru
and Bhagavan for their own enjoyment.
Then the Lord, the spiritual master and the
saints take away their proficiency. When
the soul employs his abilities and energy

sincerely in the service of God, exclusively
for the pleasure of the Lord, only then does
he become krpa-prarthi, truly desirous of
the grace of Hari, SrT Guru and Vaisnavas
(saints). Conversely, when a soul uses his
God-given potential to nourish his arro-
gance (dambhika) or when he becomes
hostile (vidvesa) towards the spiritual mas-
ter and pure devotees, then he meets with
complete ruination. The only source of all
power is the Supreme Lord. All wealth,
women, profit, worship, and prestige are
obtained only from Him.

pratisthasa taru — jadamaya maru
napelo ravana jujhiya raghava
vaisnava pratistha, ta'te’ kara’ nistha
taha nd bhajile laghibe rnurava

(Vaisnava Ke, verse 4)

“The demon Ravana (lust-incarnate)
fought with Lord Ramacandra
(love-incarnate) in order to gain the
tree of worldly reputation — but
that oasis turned out to be but a
mirage cast in the desert.”

Most of the time we merely profess
with our lips: “By the mercy of SrT Guru,
even a dumb man may become eloquent,
and a lame man may cross mountains.
Therefore, | possess no merit of my own.
Whatever power is manifest in me arises
solely from the mercy of Sri Guru. | shall
sing only that which is revealed through
the srauta-vant (divine sound descending
through disciplic succession).”

As soon as we forget that we are only
an instrument in the hand of Gurudeva,
then all our activities can be compared to
the bathing of an elephant. Maybe we can
conquer the whole world by our so-called
preaching style, but if we forget this most
vital point, then everything can become
completely useless. Can one pencil claim
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that it has painted some picture? Can one
chisel claim that it has given a shape of a
statue? Can one broom claim that it has
cleaned the temple floor? So, if we can-
not recognize that we are nothing but an
instrument in the hand of guru-Vaisnava,
then we can never get actual mangal in our
bhajan life. Only if we understand that we
are being used by suddha guru-Vaisnavas
out of their causeless mercy according to
time, place and circumstances, then and
only then the question of jealousy, envy
etc. cannot contaminate our heart.

Srila Sadananda Svami used to give a
very excellent example, like the following:
“Imagine a flower bud, containing so many
things. Can the subtle elements drawn by
the roots — which give nourishment and
growth and are conducive to forming the
whole bud — compete with each other
as to who will contribute to the formation
of the stalk, the filaments, the calyx, the
petals or the sepals?”

Unfortunately, at present we can see that
so-called devotees are always trying to
compete with each other, rather than cul-
tivating a sweet mood of cooperation, so
that finally the mission of Gaudiya Gosthi
Pati Sri Srila Bhakti Siddhanta Sarasvati
Gosvami Thakura Prabhupada can be
served. The evil mood of one so-called
devotee with which he is roaming around
— to watch who is doing what — to stop
others from going beyond the limit of his
own capacity — can bring great harm to
our Gaudiya Vaisnava society. Out of jeal-
ousy if we are unable to recognize devo-
tees according to their Vaisnava etiquette
and seva-mood, then the whole system
of Gaudiya Vaisnava society can collapse
down. Even in this material world, in any
country, the ruling government also usu-
ally gives honor to those who are showing
some special qualities. Such exclusive qual-

ities should be brought into light. If we are
not going to have that kind of open heart,
then those exclusive personalities would
be automatically ignored. For the overall
development of the whole human society,
this kind of tolerance should be there.

Nowadays it has become a fashion that
some so-called devotees like to apply
the dashing-pushing trick by the help of
elbows or by kicking each and every one
in the way of his competition with some-
one. This kind of dirty and cruel mental-
ity can only be compared with the effort
of Ekalavya, who, in the guise of guru-
bhakti, completely went against Guru-
padapadma.

Gaudiya Gosthi Pati Sri Srila Bhakti
Siddhanta Sarasvati Gosvami Thakura
Prabhupada told that: “The desire to
become greater than another devotee
is not devotion. It is the tendency of the
atibadi apa-sampradaya (deviant sects)
and non-devotees. The endeavor to
remain behind the Vaisnavas and remain
under their guidance is bhakti. Being more
skillful than everyone else in activities is
not guru-bhakti. Bhakti entails remaining
always under the guidance (Gnugatya) of
the Vaisnavas. Therefore, we should never
try to become ‘greater’ than the Vaisnavas
by wearing a mask of guru-bhakti.”

Srila Bhakti Pramode Puri Gosvami
Maharaj also used to say that: “Chaitanya-
mathe amader sakaler tiki badha ache (we
— those who are having direct link with
Srila Prabhupada’s mission in the form of
Sr Caitanya Matha — must have some
unavoidable (inseparably) tied bondage
with Chaitanya Matha — the original
Gaudiya Matha). It will be an offense to
the lotus feet of Srila Prabhupada if we
do not see ourselves and others outside
of our Matha as part of his family. Even in
a mundane situation, we should discover



our loving relationship with them
and follow the divine mood of
giving and taking procedure with
them like brothers and sisters...
Then what is the reason for why
there cannot be such a free and
spontaneous loving relationship
among Vaisnavas?”

He also used to say that: "A
Vaisnava is simple-hearted and is
a pure brahmana (which is quite
natural).”

sahaje nirmala ei 'brahmana’-hrdaya
krsnera vasite ei yogya-sthana haya

(Sri Caitanya-caritamrta, Madhya 15.274)

“The heart of a brahmana is by
nature very clean; therefore, it is a
proper place for Krsna to sit.”

Srila  Bhakti Pramode  Puri
Gosvami Maharaj also repeat-
edly used to say that: "A Vaisnava
cannot have something inside his
heart and speak something else.
Nor would he say one thing at one
place and another thing, which is
contradictory to that, at another
place to misguide others intention-
ally. Kutinati (deception, diplomacy,
and duplicity) are all destroying the
creeper of devotion. A Vaisnava’s
life should be an open book, and
any word of a Vaisnava is always
matching with his action.”

Stila Prabhupada always used
to quote the following verses
from ‘Prema-Vivarta’, by Srila
Jagadananda Pandita:

yadi bhajibe gora saral kara nija man
kutinati chhari bhaja gorar charan
gorar ami, gorar ami mukhe balile nahi chale
gorar achar, gorar vichar, la-ile phal phale

“If you want to worship Lord
Gauranga, make your heart simple
and straightforward. Worship
the lotus feet of Lord Gauranga,
giving up deceit and duplicity.
Merely saying, ‘I belong to
Gauranga, | belong to Gauranga’
is giving Him lip service and has
no effect. Following the example
of His achar-vichar & adarsha can
give the result.”

Gaura Hari Hari Bol
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Main Address:

Sri Bhakti Siddhanta Vani Seva Trust
Sri Shyam Raya Dham, Near Malharikund, Gopi Vihar colony,
Radhakund, Tehsil: Govardhan, Mathura, UP, 281504, India

Branch Address:

Sri Bhakti Siddhanta Vani Seva Trust
Jalangi (Sarasvati) Riverside building, Hulor Ghat colony,
Sri Mayapur Dham, Navadvip, District-Nadia, W.B. 741315, India.

Branch Address 2:

Sri Bhakti Siddhanta Vani Seva Trust
Sri Godrumdvip (Sri Navadvip Dham) adjacent to Panchayet Office
building, Svarup Ganj, the main Bus Route connection Navadvip Ghat
and Krsna Nagar city (or station). District-Nadia, W.B. 741315, India

Branch Address 3:

Goshala - Sri Shyam Go Dham
Suvarna Vihar (Gosh para, near water tower) Godrumdvip, Post Office
Amghat, P.S. Krsna Nagar Katwali Tana.

Contact No. of in charga of Goshala Tarun Krsna Prabhu —9832781479

BANGLA, HINDI

youtube.com/@chetanarjagaran
instagram.com/chetanarjagaran/
facebook.com/profile.php?id=61555893463392
www.chetanarjagaran.com/
www.echoesofabsolute.com/

ENGLISH

youtube.com/@BhaktisiddhantaOrg
instagram.com/sbsvst.en

facebook.com/sbsvst.en

shyamdasbaba.com

www.echoes-of-eternity.com

t.me/gaudiyadarshan (audio Harikatha)
t.me/shyambabasloka (slokas by Srila Shyam Das Babaji Maharaj)

GERMAN

youtube.com/@sbsvst_it_de
facebook.com/derharmonist.de
www.derharmonist.de

ITALIAN

youtube.com/@sbsvst_it_de
instagram.com/sbsvst.it/
facebook.com/sbsvst.it
www.shyamdasbaba.it
t.me/prabhupadtold (audio Harikatha)

PORTUGUESE

youtube.com/@sbsvst_br
instagram.com/sbsvst.br/
facebook.com/sbsvst.br

RUSSIAN

youtube.com/@BhaktisiddhantaOrg
instagram.com/sbsvst.ru/
facebook.com/sbsvst.ru/
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